Here it 1s, springtime again, and The Bomb has held off from fall-
ing long enough to allow the publication of volume 11, number 3,
whole number 42, FAPA number 36, and VAPA number 16 ‘of Horlzons.
The Doubledoubletoilandtrouble lidmeograpil may hold together long
enough to reproduce this issue. Barry Warner, Jr., 303 Bryan
Place, Hagerstown, lMdaryland, writes practically everything in .
this issue. - : ‘ : oo R s e

| | In the Beglmnlng . -

It used to be that reviews of reviews cluttered up the mailings
gso badly that- people were viewing with alamm. : Now wetve hit an=-.
other extreme, and the winter mailing was-disappointingly lack- :
ing in comment on what Had gone before. Lest reviews become a
lost art and the FAPA be deprived of its continuity, I'm expand-
ing my reviews this time and hope that others will do likewise
until that happy medium is approached. Horizons: The last is-
sue contained one minor and one- colossally major error. - Minor:
in the third paragraph, fffth line of the first page of Mind.Un-
der liatter, read Pirandello where it says Korzybski.  Otherwlse
your notion of semantics and your opinion of my understanding of
semanticswill be rudely distorted., lMajor: the other mistake is.
S0 enormous that perhaps no one will notlce i{%t. Remember Hit-"
ler's philosophy on big end 1ittle lies. I've found in the past
that a world-shaking mistake doesn't attract as much notice as a
misplaced comma. - The Fantasy Amsteurs This sounds as.if I were
trying to juggle the FAIA financial records. + Explanationg for
Teasons known only to themselves and Coslet, .some members have
been sending money for dues and surplus stock:to Coslet. He has
been keeping it and using it for expenses instead pf~forwarding
it to me., He wants me to put it on the books as money recelived
by the treasury and then paidto him for-expenses, & matter which
I don't do because 4 don't see the money, I don't pay 1t to him,
and his expenses don't occur at those particular times. fod for
the benefit of anyone who wonders what in the world ICrane’s
fund™ may be, theTe is no cempaign to bring a.fan fromJapan to
the next convention. This is-a sum which Orane depps1ted with
the FAFA a couple of years ago, to pay foT airmailin§ his bun-
dles. Tdle thought about the membership: I’ bhink welre down to
three oharter members: Ackerman, Bothman, and Speer. §-°°uple
of other persons may have belonged at the start, dropped out,
and ‘then rejoined. The’Insiders I'1l bet the National Ama-
teur Press]Association is the first-and last thing to call b
Ioveoraft & "most colorful® figure. About checkKlists, it's ob-.
vious that no one reads them for entertainment. ' If the °higkf
1ist exists, 1t must be meant for reference purﬁgﬁesi ?g S
own purpose is defeated by a single line, faying it ispt 002:
plete, "nor necessarily all acourate.” It's no§ a g n vo gil
sent it in this form, but it is foolish not to peoc ggtexaom-y
what may be wrong with it, in case anyone ghould wan 'hg'oto .
pleterand amend the project. Above all, pleasellgarQ_Liwﬁt_
spell nickel before starting out on Frank ReadeAimrotd d?‘.
Remind me, Ies, to tell you some time aboub effq .? an phomo-
phénograph reeords in Hagerstown. Just‘PlaiQhAﬂﬁr il cond
graph resords,- the kind that the local stpreslagmyawryoking
out advertisimg cliroulmsabout, It's no less ne i;ulabut une-
that importing film to Canadas. zgg;g%ﬁgef Wondie as Al Ash-
commentable stuff. Ackerman is Peoomlug as fampus @% 2 v



ley at this late date. Mindwarp: I approve heartily with all
the things saldabout fandom and. the, FAPA, up to the point where
the NFFF enters. I1°ve heard this assurance that big things are
Just around the corner for the NFFF so frequently for the_ last
six years. It's funny by this time. The NFFF invariabdbly has a
half-dozen energatic people who can get things done, and several
hundred members who are either contemt to let the wmothers work
hard, or Jealous that the others are active. The organization
may be justified by serving as an outlet for fans during & per-
10d of six months to & year--the time when they're Jjust getting
acquainted with fandom, with a yen to read long llsts of fan ad-
dresses, high-sounding words about purposes, and so forth. Aft-
er that, a verbal arrangement with two or three ather people can
accomplish moe than the NFFF has ever done. Maybe the NFFF has
reoruited a few fans, but I'1ll bet it has kept some others out
of activity, by those welcoming letters like the one sent to Bur-
bee not long ego,; FPlenum: I've attended mgst conventions held
in Hagerstown for the iast decade., Most of them are compaTrable
in size to the national fan conventions, with 200 or so delegates.
I have yet to find one that showed a profit as the fan convention
always does. I suspect that fandom 1s wrong; it seems doubtful
that everyone else would be out of step. 0f course fans in the
host city appreciate a cut of the profits as a reward for spon-
soring the science fiction convention, But that money doesn't
amount to more than ten bucks or so apiece, after it's split up.
Quite a bit of the hard work in steging a convention is caused by
frantis efforts to raise the money whish will be split up as a
reward for doing all that hard work. It would be sO simple to -
tum profits over to the next convention commigtee, and end the
drumbeating between conventions. Spaceshipt ou?ll get much
better results, boys, if you'll take & pin, and use it once or
twise in the oourse of each stensil to dig the dirt from the o,
p, a, and any capital letters that slog up.. In the spying eye
"edition, Eric Frank Russell 1s definitely net John Rugsell Fearm.
If Arther k. Barnes is another kuttner penngame, we've been had
for the last 20 years. lognshines I llke the trend toward re-
printing or revising materiaf From general fan pyblicatlons for
the FAPA. I ‘get no subsoription fanzineg these days, but they
still contain a limited emount of material that interests me. I
wich I hadn't thrown out the oellar’s accumulation of eomle sup-
lements, Rick. They included such menstrous piles of Flash
gordon that your deslining days would have been solaced. n-
stitutions I'd like to see it included with Qvgry‘other malllinge.
Ind Uodiet has supplied mivhh me with extras for distribution tao
new members, & resource the FARA had lacked up to naw. By the
way, I snlff trouble over one sentence in the constitutlon.
Publications "must Tepressnt to a substantial extent the work of
the member who has put them in the mailings.,® Joe Famn needs
eight pages to avert expulsion, sO he digs into his fi&?S, finds
an eight-pagestory by another fan, sends it to his oity's pro--
fessional mimeo shop, orders 68 sopies, and mails them %0 the
official editor. Does this count as ‘actdvity credit? Jee
didn't write or publish, but he financed. Tt*s bound to happen
someday, and aruling now might be advisable for future uidanoce.
F'nart: Why the apostrophe? An effort to leave us in doubt


eshi.pt

..V . M P - " . . - o . :
whether it's the fine arts or fan art? .Astrats Tower: This is
the best example yet, of how far I've fallen away from fandom.:
Stephen Weber not only enters the field and beccmes well 'known -
therein, but also dies, and this is.the first time that I behold
his name. Dark Kenascence is the first decent poém that the -
FAPA has had” for many months. Someone told me that Smith told - .
him that the lens storieg have tried to, cause .the reader td¢ ac—. .
cept the fact that there willT'~be incgst in the Kinnison family.
Presumably 1t would be polygemous incest, which would. simplify
things a little for the Kinnison grandchildren. ATOTE:s -1

still prefer Bvans' comments and 1deas to his non-selling fig-
tion. Giggling Angel must have fooled even the author: obvi-

. ously the ending is wrong, because Lavona gave money to. Kane.

She couldn't have dome that, 1f she were -just a projection from.
(ugh! the name!) Swylla. Fapanthology: The Rumor, 1 presume, is,
yet another Evans tale. Thls one suffers from that seame ®troub-
le as an EEE story two or th¥ee mailings agol a method!pf;narra— L
tion fit for a novel, not a short story. Here are. eightpPages

of fiction. This is the plot: a mysterious monster. appears in

a swamp and chews up a little boy, so two high sehoql.students

take their guns and shoot it to death.  The writingfis‘good but,
but-~you can't create a short story for the pulps with'nothing

more essential} in the plot than that. The Talismans A fine-

start, except for an atmosphere Of. stuffiness that pre sumably

“will vanish after another issue or two. What's the Name 1s my

chief objection. It's all right, as long as it sticks to sur-
veying the way stories bave named et's. When it tries to regu- .-
late future procedure, 1t enters the realm of inpccuracy and ab-
surdity. . For 'instance, Engligh does not . form wpertaining to"

" nemes for:peoples and races by adding -an or -ian to the count-

ry's name, as Bridges insists. Donsider‘weste:n Europes Frepchbw
Spaniards, Swiss, Scots, Welsh, Swedes, Finns, Portugese. Ther%}itw
simply is,not any set rule, except that when a-nation's mame. ~%co
ends in a vowel, n is often taoked on, frequently ogmbined.with eldT
g change in that final vowel, This Venusian vs. Vemarian matter oy
has been brought up .frequently by PeEQp ke who know :Latin. Any L oas
unabridged dictionmary will show that Venusian is the accepted ' nf
and proper word.  If we're going to try to insist.on using the;jﬁsé
genitive fomm of the Latin word, wg must loglcally insist on us@zry

by

ing.the, Latin pronuncilatlon of the’ V, mustnft we? ‘liy own guesSoiy
is that any other worldly persdng who may .turn up will be namedyce
simply by adding -men to-thé name of the planﬁt, WnQn.theVP1anﬁp5
ot's name isn't too long: -OT it might proceed as in some sportgy
where you occaslionally htar the Dddgeﬁé;called thefBrooklyng. o
A loud huzzeh for the reprint ~of The oad to Fame. .I-might &
hint that The Fantast is a-treasure ‘trove of reprintaeble mater—y
jal which would 'be new for practically everyoneé 1n.fgadcm.§odayh
The Unspeakable-Things 4 monumental achievement, because t g
TeTs my Interost Trom end to beginning, desplte myocomplete leck
of interest™rin folklore in generalland_Japaneseifo;klote in par-
ticular.. 17ike Fern had-one of those Pdglish-language thga
books. when he visited Hagerstown. He thought; he oould BW 23 a
deal.for publicationtin tnis oountyy, but that was almo st two
years ago and I've heard nothing®more about it. I read
Lhe siim volume and ooiidn't fipd-it,more amq$ingAorﬁbetﬁp?
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We Yiew-thé'ReviéwfffiT}

Roy W. Loan, Jro,\has‘bitténiinto“é;toughzsubject in the:
first isue of The Talismai...Book reviews.lave ‘been a’ standard
roughage - for fanzines ever S§incé fanzines' sprang up..  With more
and more new-bocks all thé time, the'crop.’of ‘reviews seems like-
ly to prosper. Butnover-the;yedrs,utherevhas”been\little improve=

" ment in the quality of those ‘reviews.: I know of no article which

"has attempted .fo Survéy through the farnzines how:mdre vitemins and ‘

paléte-ticklingféubsxan¢es39an.beﬂbut-intofﬁhat-steady;diet of

~ book reviews.:.

."‘Royhas docne a'&ecént,jobﬂof'téiling how*tg—reﬁiew‘aibéok.

- “But- we .learn sthe same-thing in high school, we~find a chapter on

'this. subject in gny large book-about journalism, and thepubllc

.librafjhcanjsgpply_sevqral'qukg;dbvoted solely to thetopic of '
reviewing, - I think that 1t would be moreimportang=:for our pur-

pose to summarizé how:to review fantasy. books; eémphasizing not

J 8 "

the fact that theSe are-books-and subject to all book reviewing

rules; ‘but-ratker laying stress on' the way in which these reviews

AN .

of fantasy books .Should differ from reviews of mundane volumes.

?-Thereﬂare-seVQral ipportant;WayS.in\Which'the.rpview-in the fan-

" zine ‘shoyld differ from the: review you write for The New.York

. 'Times" Sundaygsupplement‘or;yOQraEnglishftegoher_;n your senjior
. .'year, . Lo SRS e e o o .

The’artioié%ih'ﬂhe-TaiisﬁahtﬁiingéAup'cﬁe;im@crfaﬁp;pqint

:whichait might be well to" dispdss -of, jmmediately. ~This is the

~matter~pf‘"subjéctiveﬁ‘and“”obﬁective"freviéwsa;‘Youxgén"sgy that
" this review-is objective and that .review is sybjective, but I

won't believe you;:I don't seerhow it*s possible. ‘Roy: himself

-doesn't seem.quite'clear-abOutmthejdiStinction.ngé”aays;.for.in—

stance, that the' objective attitud® toward.a sStoryéalls for an-

_ alysis-of "the'author's ability tp:handla;itféftectiVQly,““while

the subjective method reQuiresgthq,rgviewer~"t9,eva}uateﬁthe-hand-

.ling and effesctiveness of the:story." -

—

' This is an Aristotelien distinction. Let's look ap it an-

other way, and say that,QOJreﬁiéw\cén;béfobiectiveuo:,gubjeptive,
for the simple reason that it 'muslt he a ‘combination of A both. The
objective -element in this situatlon 'is a Booky gnd ‘theé subjective
element- is the-man who reviews the book. If either element is
missing, no book review can’ come ‘into being. .. Something of the
book and something of the .reviewer enter into every rev}ew, even
if the .objective portion is confined to naming-the book and au-
thor, even though the subjective.element ‘is limited to the re-
viewer's decision to tell this part of the plot but not. that part.
- Qf course you read a lot about‘deectivg‘review1ng, gust as
you readof objJective reporting and objective'analysis., I've
found that most persons who ask for an "objective® newspaper ar-
ticle sctuslly mean that they want a newspaper account that won't
make anyone angry. The ideal.of the objective reporterjls4quite
as unobtaindble-as that of the objective reviewer. . .
It's fail?ly simple to write a book review that won't peeve
anyone, but that will still be a subjec tive review. A simple

. statement that this book contalns many migprints is as olose to

a statement of fact as anything: in a review can be. But it's
subjective in the sense that the reviewer must ohoos¢’ between
including or omitting that steement.. He cannot 'possibly say all
that there is to say about.a Pook, and there;iS~no point from

v {



‘which a line mey bedrawn between the remarks that must be made and
the Temarks that may be omitted. .- :

_Incidentally, don't forget the third element thatiis helpful
to. any book -review.. That's someone to read the thing, He's anoth-
er Subjective factor. If the reviewer says that Heinlein's latest
is & space opera, that may be a description for reader A and an
- insult for reader B.. =~ . S oL

All the above leads me to one conclusion. " Any successful
book review should be a combination of those sub jective and objec-

'j'"tive factors. It will be g better review 1if ‘the author tries con-

selously to include both, &nd tries to keep them in reasonable
- proportions, . From here on, I'm going to emphasize reviewing of
fantasy, not just reviewing. ' SR

-

I've been learning during the last two montls :to operate a
$200 camera.” It has a range finder, corrector for parallax, a
dozsn shutter speeds,_ten,stops,-two'flash~guns,‘Solendid,ytwo
- view finders, and:a dozen other gadgets. Not one of those aids
| to good picture-making is worth a darm, however, if I don't watch
-my background and take care that I don't photograph the ‘champlon
Negro. basketball team against a.black wall. ‘Similarly, the book
weviewer can understandthe philesophy: of his work perfectly, can
have a fine .cor-auand of -the language, can know all the tricks of
his trade, and hls reviews won't be worth reading if he hasn't
'kept an eye open for hisequivalent of background—-~the nature of
' the audience for his reviews, Here is where fanzine reviewing
_ bhas a. strong point. - The person who writes.a review for the fan-
‘zines pnd. reslizes what he's doing can be sure of his.audience.
He lnows approximately how many persons will read that review,
he: understandd that almost all his readers have a fine knowledge
of fantesy bodks, and that all.of them are -interested in fantasy.
" No otie reads*avery'reviGW‘in»the’Sunday-supplementlto the Times,
‘and the authors'of those reviews cannot be technlcal besalse a
lot of their readers will know nothing about the subject matter.
But we're all.specialists inthe fantasy field, on. a small QT
-large scale. ' Therefore, point number one: The reviewer in the
° fanzines. can-do his stuff without endlessly interrupting himself
‘to. identify Deimos, or ‘to point out that Lord Dunsany 1s ‘an'author
" of atmospherioc fantasies, or to-explain that the first Skylark
. story was written in the early 20's. It saves much space and
trowle. .. S R - o S
fa Point number two 1s the complete freedom of the press that
. fanzines enjoy. Aside from considerations of decency and 1libel,

' - the fantasy book review in the fanzine need not be inflyenced by

anyone. I suppose that publications l1ike The Satirday-Review of
Literature try hard. But the SRL's pages are gsadly -conditioned
by -two factors: its advertisers and its readers. The magazine
won't tell thewhole truth about a véry bad new novel if it's a
"source of the publisher's latest bigadvertising campaign, More-
over, . the SRL has to keep the interest of its readers.  Those
readers would revolt 1f more space were given to a thin volume
on eesthetics by some unknown writer and less space to the lat-
est Tdylor Caldwell.novel, no matter how important. the. remarks
" on gesthetics and how unimportent the novel might_be.‘:;~'A :

. . The book reviwer in the fanzines can forget suchsongisra-
tions. No ome staps buying a ranzine because he disagrees with -
" its contents. The geéneral rule has been that the mors learned



fanzines rate as high inpolls and sell as many coples as the fri-
volous type. To my knowledge, only twice have publishers distri-
buted review copies of books to fanzine editors on a large scale.
Certainly there shouldn't be any.danger of. influence on reviewers
or fanzine publishers, even from the hope of ‘getting free:books-

by saying'nice things. in reyiew. . =~ "o N
Fanzines also.proyide’'one of thé very few ways in which to-
get -a book review.into pint Without concerning yourself about the
length. There seems to be a tendeney in famines to keep: reviews
down to;a,fewmhundred,words,fpresﬁmably;by analogy with reviews-
in other magazines and, in newspapers. - Theré 158 no partieular
reason for being economical with words when yol have something to
say and the fanzine editor: usually has’ many: square feet of white
space waiting to be filled. =~ =~ " .- GeTee oo R
~ How much of the book should -the review Pgive away"? It's.a
complex question, and its answer in the fantasy field differs
from .the solution: to the problem in other types of fiction. But
in " no case is "never give away the story" the right rule.. The
‘analogy-of *the person.in the .theater who whispers the plot-over
'your shoulder &s it unfolds qi stage Of séreen:1s ‘not velid. - -
You obviously -don't want. thé pynchbs of the-play or:the movie
‘telegraphed during its performanie,  But you -do not read a book.
review while, reading the book; you read it before or after.you
go through the volumg. . .. ~ = - oo
~ -Actually 4t's a matter for ah open mind and common sense to
- decide in fantasy book reviews. At .one extreme is.John.Dickson
Carr's "The Burning Court,® a novel which hinges on the_ question
of whether the hero's: wifge’ is 'a witch. The truth is not revealed
uhtil the last- paragraphs. . Most of the novel's appeal lles in.
the way it holds the reader in 'suspense over ‘this matter, so a
book revitw which revealed the dencuement and told which was witch
wouldadefinitely hurt the story's entertainment value. N
> But.this-one example doesn't prove that most fantasy novels
exist moatly for their endings. In many -éthér..booksy ~the fingll
chaptef is less important than wid: has -gofie before,-or the solu-
tion to the plot is inevitablef;romfﬂ“pége¥l00*6nﬁard,; All;pf
us can list dozens of fantdsy ndvels that are remembered only
for the treatmenty mnot for the nlot. - " -0 o o0
Besides, two specisl things that apply mostly to fanzine re-
views, and a third that applles to all-reviews, must be remem-
vered. (1) -Lots of. fantasy book reviews in fanzines. oconcern
0ld or rare books, whioch the readetr ‘of* the review may never:hold
in his handd.,- (2). If it®s a popular and reocent fantasy book,
there's an excellent chance that the remder of the.review has al-
réady read that book. (3] .The mind is & funny.thing.’ Informa-
tion that it has sopped.up.while resuing a.bouk rev;eWémay“rgmain
submerged in the. memory while the individual is-reading the bozk,
rather than remaining,onxthe‘sugfaoa;tO“appil its-entertainmen
value, e S O R N
: 8o if the reviewer has a reason for statingzthe.plotlig'full
* or the denouememt, I.think hets justified in doing that. I the
 book is a godd ome, it will seldom do the reada;,qpy.harm'to know
" how it's going ta come.out, Just is-giflrst reading doesn't harm
e s d readi of’ a.good novel. : : L
o ;ggge'geno ggason~w%§ the fantasgy book review shouldn't be
fombined with the informal essay. In'pther words, the review



' :

can serve as the jumping-off point for the reviewer's ideas and )
opinions on topics suggested by the book undepr..consideration. In
a detective story review, getting away from the.bogk-itself would
be treasons .But in fantasy volumes, one trenmd of -thought. 'is'als™ - -
most sure to open.up at least ome other.  If reviewing a science ' - =
rfiction story about space travel maKes 4t ‘advisable,. the .re¢viewer <. o.. -
shouldn't hesitate to get into a.long disocussion of physies, I " :.
won't understand the math, but someome WilX, = .o gl T i
Incidentally, this 1s what. makes the ‘synopsis type.of review -
so dreary. - The endless; summaries of bocks about: future wef are -~ i .
herdly worth the mimeographing, because ‘thei atrengthr of sugh bocks .- =.:
does not lie in the matter of who, invades whom, .but in the mammer @ . -

v

of the relating of those invasions,” My personail.pomination for - . -
the best review in a fanzine in recent years-daesm't exaotly " -7 .
qualify as a book review, beeause ]t appeared before theé magazine .. : -.
story went between hard covers.. It was damofl knight's .long dis- .. .::

cussion of The World of X. .Read it,7and try.to imaginé: it with- o
out damon's opinions on the van Vogt writing: style;.without, the ™ -

questions of logic that involved summariziag most of;the.plot. 1. -

think that deamon learned something from writing. it, . I.Know: that® .

I gained some information by Teading it, amd I: hope van Yogt had -
a chance to study it, although hg certainly didp't.learn &nything ..
from it. c T e e T el s e e

less important for the present purpsse i's 'the préfatory mats ...
ter for book reviews. I.don't see why thils infommation in-fam< = ir - .. -
zine reviews should adhere .slavislly, to the style that Roy Loan . ‘u. .
ecites. Knowing the date of, publi¢atlon-oT a book.is a/bitom. """ -
the side of useless informatiom,. and -it ‘ean -be definitely miss" " . .o -
leading in the case of a volume contalning a story written many'=. .7 : .
years before publicasion. . On the other hand, -including in thik.. .* ..
prefatory matter -a brief mnote, telling ‘whe'ther the boak 1§ in=..i.- -
cluded in the Bailey or Bleller®¢hecklistd of.fentasy . books ditght
be of some service to the reader. _In’tjhe”f'ca'se..og...qgi; “Qf;p;‘fi;nt-* RUTIE
volumes, reviewers who .are willing 'tq Saj whati -price they paid .- -
for the books could help to buylld, np"'a’fl_i'st.in% of prevalent prie-. .
ces in the seocond hand fantasy; book market. -:AT presume that the =z:. : .
stendardization of book review formgt 'Proposed about five years -:.-
ago by Langley Searles and a few others has been; cqmpletely for-
gotten by this time.) - . i~y e Rl

I don't think that book reviewg heve-any.read SMvdlue; T exs .
cept to spread a 1ittle information,.give the reyiewer practice,.~ -
provide some egoboo for-the--ragit}_lor;f,jand,‘act‘-aszmu;bu.}’iﬁe.Su_ifi_e
for the reader., But I think that reylews in fanzines oould:de..' -,
moTe service to the fantasy.book.field, by.increesed emphasis ¢m.. - .
several matters. I've not-bought mepy bodks..from thp semd-pro” - (.
houses, so my list will be: very brief. -Kad to 1t ;8% youn pl',e_‘a\.s.—-. o
ure. ’ Y TP e T SN ST

(1) Reviewers ought. 1@ ga‘il ;a spade.a 8p dq,;porﬁe,,oftefnby ey
%etting tough about books that appear riddled with mlIsprints. ve- .
here is 1ittle exeuse Tor’ ty‘pagraphi.og_l errors in the fantasy. ‘- -:..-
publishing field., If Simon & Schuster brings-out a book about

the coldwar, the volume's mypograizpy'”ini~ght.i be exoused because 4L .. .

had to be rushed throigh to -remain of current: 4nteregt. -‘But.-no- 1 ..

such time element entersinto fantasy bodk publishing. - New titles .. -
never show up until six mdénths or more after the qpig,iqal.}y‘.ane» BRI
nounced, publication date,’ -Another two Weeks ;sp.e,x;i.y_,,}x} :Q'qq 18;313 e
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1nspeotiog of galley prqo%s woul& mean qnly a slight fur her de-
lay, 11ttle type-setting expense, and .8 MOTe. profesqidna product..
Remember, the semi-pre. houses are charging pro prices for tﬁei“°'
books, - .and frequently are. paying énlg republicatian, fees for ‘the
rights to.:the:story.. -These puBliahers ‘§hould be able t¢ afford &
typo-free product. ...

(2): ‘We ought to. swing a big elub ‘at the r¢wing practice ot
anthologies that :8re: evently dividgd Jbetween tﬁenn-priﬁt and the :
out-of-print,: The scheme of foreing: the puréhaser tq pay full
book, price. fgr a~velume -that eontains a'hundred pagés or more of”
stories. that-are- available in: dthelr. books is bad. It's apt to be-;
come: worse, as the flood.ef. shprﬁ story colleotionS'continues.

(3): Speolal attgntion.should be.paid by reviewers to publish-
ers who are purchasdng unpublished manuscripts Tor_ book form. ‘This
is‘véry: important,;: from beth the. practigal and the. {deslistic view-
point. . Itls: practiealbeoause the . prozines have beén pretty thor~u‘
oughly ransacked.fer reprintable.stuff by now.’ Jumes drawing
their content:from;the; prqzines either duplicate gther books orT*
must be: sontemt~with hpek,stuff.. It?s Adealistlp,’ “because in all
other types:-of rictioniageodanovels that don't; mest, gulp magazine
formulas.or restrietions;find a-plege. in hook . rorm. he sooner. '“ﬂ
this“situation spreadsito the fantasy.field, the better. - o

¢ (4}~ Bvery publisher who,adyextises,that his latest’ book is -
appearing.an a ®limjited edition" sgould be forced to giVe his de =
finition’ bf an: unl,mited edition.. . I
Telalaloat Mt ol Qb.”sogo0gv°1.'f°v.9.9°vb ev.!?rov-ov.o.“’. o .tc,.

Miscellany B e

“ Free-adverti sement flrsf of alls Paul Spencer is ndW‘Te?ewing
his .FATA:membership through lack of intérest, and o lo eels
thet the world -will: coms. %o an end . if. he. doesn°t own the mailings
for the past few: years. -, Therefore, he wants to sell all ‘the'mail-
ings—he owns, .a.half-dozen; years. of FAFA comblete, more or lees. ~¢‘
I'don?t know -his.priger, but; i know thﬂ§ he prefers te sell %he ,f_f
whole' pile to one pergon. ' :s - o

Thepd's a long story behind the oontents,of the nex%~three
pages, - Forthe-last . two. yegrs, of Spaceways' exiatqpce, the fold—u
er-of manusarlpts &waitingipublioation wis ‘padded by ‘& Long arti-
cle by Georges Gallet, the French fan.  EVery time that I gof” “get
to start’stencdling, somathing more. timely in mature woqld drrrvew
and “é¥owd -odt Galled ... Jomwshow. in the’ twd-year period I conceived
the rotion ‘that 1t was.a very.dull.article’in &ny. event: “Thef’.: .
Spaceways foldedy rin 1943, and I.gouldn't return the “article- be-'w
cause ‘Gallet was iim~Occupled Franca.f By thé time Gallet‘made &
brief reappearandg in.fandom (mostly through 8 Wollheim broadsidé)
the existenod of hi'sartiéle had slipped.my mind.” .- '-'~~; i a5

fast night, the .inevitable happened.’ Tottering pilqs g mag-
azines piled almgst céiling-high in my closel, oqllapsed T hasl‘
teken most of the afternoon to subdue the Tlood of pulp $hati’ o
roared out when the oloset. door - was. opened.’ Whil&@ stiiffing the:
magazines back into submission, some nonwpr¢fessional debris was .
left over, like driftwood...ph, gally,. that” participles Ahywayt :
Gallet's article came back to the Iight of day. “The article I "t
had planned to f£ill this issue of Horizons isn't quite ready, SO
I'm breaking my self-autharship rule, I think therefs a lot of
interest and worth in the article, whieh I'11 turn over to anyone
willing to print it intaot. It runs to 16 single-spaced peges.
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 Infinitely Great, Infinitely Smau

(What follows is'a rather randdm sampling of Gallet's text.

Parenthesized portions.are my own comment; explanation, ar! furﬁh—ﬂi”

er abriggment of his ~m .'Words,.. Hisg words in turn-ere g, summary
of "Micromegas,® an essay published in France in. 1935 by'R¢ G.,«
Messac end nqt to my knowledge available today.}' ..

In prelimdnaryconsidsrétions, Prof. Messac Sa s3~ “The‘Widéh-?:
ing of our horizon as -muech:in- the sense of the- inflnitadly" great-as’

in the sense of the ‘infianltely. small is, without *anydoubt, ‘one: G

the most surprising phenomena-of'.modefn and mosﬁempcrary history,e,;
and one of the biggest »in poasible ‘consequenge.- The;e‘will he -t 7L
found in this.book a collection of texts relating Xo :the" SQMe sub-ejj

Ject, or at least to the .same 'stiesm of - thoughts.-,Tthhkind of.
study, somet imes oalled ‘theratology,' a rather Yarbareus’ ward; -

re
-~

is seldom made ‘and not. a4 all:valued-in’ our.beautiful. coudtry. hae

"I wish above all that: the ‘en.. oL scienee w0u1d.tske inter- BT

est from time to. time in .consequences: and even deformations’ of ?if
their discoveries and ‘their. theories a8’ thay- are«re?ealed-to us . o

by literature. These repercussions -afd -deformations are not, withau*

out importance.and interest, ‘as much.to: the.spesialists. as-tg the :
community. The huge majority ofthe psople Wha:make'up«thé: ‘Publig -
and even those who.are called:fthe eliite'; .the .ofltivated. pegples.
more often know the last result§of. scientific researoh Lorly:®

through the fantastio and fanclfil’ interpretagiaﬁoof writers, ang - **iQQ‘
the interpretations and the explanatiais 6f “vu, gRizers, who ‘be~. : -

side in some way belong Yo, Livsraﬁhre are but;Tittle less. fanciful -
or fantastie. Would: ‘it hot be .goo4d.- arfd useful that those who “kriow -
exactly the truth should sometimss.strdighten gut certaln.extr§Vaq
ganzas, or polnt out‘what.is wron%’&n:certain earicatures?' S ftew
The essay opens with.a quotati
and Simultanelty®g an AN T
"There 1S no. physics no- astrnnomy, no’ nossible soience if

one denies to the man of. science the right to. figure Sahem&tically

on a sheet of paper thé'totality of .the:Wholé.. universe., . One: ad; e

mits implicitly the possibility of reducihg withbout deforming. *
One estimates that dimension: is'tot an:.absolute,: .that" therezate '
only relations between:dimensions :and -that 4%l .wauld" happensin the.
seme way ifi a universe- made little at,will If relations between
parts were retained.™ " |

(Even primi ive man. measured smal;h,ness and largenesq ‘Qy .oom-

parison with his own body._ Giants ‘and dwarfs appear‘in sll ﬂolk~ti);i"

lores.,)

The first writer who, in mbdefn txmes h&s layed‘Withuﬁhe "
contrasts of great and sm El is evidently. ﬁabeia gv- Tt is true- »:
that he writes of giants without opposing: them to pggmiss, L

they are so much greater than ordinary men ﬁhat theee: 1ookulika L

~~~~~~

pygmies beside them. It id enough' that  the “staryteller takes.:
sometimes Pantagruel's point of:view and sdmetimeds, Panurgé's..ﬁ

B

to give us the impression of. going from 1ilxipyt to Brobdingnag.': N

(Rabelais might have influenced Swift:  But between tlie two

the intellectual atmosphers §:::hmd been ventilated by the 1nveg->»ﬂ”

tion of the microscope, whid.. upset size 1d®dsi). :
Speculations on the macrocosmos gnd micrOOQsmos, albhough L

familiar in certain philosophers of antiquity and.echoing in the

fathers of the Church, becamemore frequent and more oconvineing

T~ . e
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from the end 4f the 16th century.” Pascel's fajwous page on thé
- infinitely great and the infinitely small is only the regult.
Father Nicolas Cassin in 1910 is enrapbtired by the -subtlety of an
ent'sorgans and in 1641.thé .author of "Francion" has one. of his
- héroes, the pedant Hortensius, say: "You must. hear of other de-.
signs that I have. hnow that if the world seems great-to us, our
body does not seem less so to a louse or a mite, He finds there
his countries and his cities. Now there 1s-no body so-little -that
- 1t cannot ve divided into honumerable parts, so it 4s well possi-
ble that inside or outside a. mite thére are still other smaller
animals that live there as if in‘a very spacious world, -and they
‘may be little men, to whom beautiful things happen. Thus, thers
- 1s no part in the universe where it cannot be .imagined that there
are little worlds. There are,”wlithin plants, small pebbles, and

- ants. I will write romances of the adventures of their people; I
will sing their loves, their,wars, and the revolutions.of their
empires, tnd principally, I will stop to!#&k represent the state
where the peoples that inhabit the body of men may be, and I will
show that it 1s not without reason’that it has been called micro-
cosm." . . .0 Lo T

‘(Similar’ideas are found in.Oyrano de Bergerac's ."States .
and Empires of the Moon," Hobbes' "Eléments of Philosobphy, "
Malebranche's "The Quest :for Truth;” La Bruyere's "Chagacters,"
Fenelon's "Telemachus®™ and "Treatise on God's Existencey" Ber-
nouilli, Leibnitz, Tyssot de Patot's “Voyages and Adventgres of
Jaques Masse," and the Cardinal de Polignae's gAnti-Lucrgee, "
not to mention Dean Swift.} = . A R '

In 1735/37 appeared a confused but curious and original
story entitled %Lamekis™ by le Chevalier de Mouchy., The h@ro is
carried to the stars by sylphs using the laws of gravitatice, at-
tracting and repulsing forces as means of traveling. 'He ig kid-
napped by a monstrous worm-man, stronger, more intelligent, sund
more learned than ordinary man. o . : .

The crowning of this pericd 1s without any doubt "Micromeg-.
as" by Voltaire. : - e

(Variations‘of this central theme are numerous. In 1795, .
Francois Felix Nogaret published WEarth T's an, Animal.® . The 18th
century produced many works, like the familiar "The Diamond fens®™
by Fltz James 0'Brien, and Poe®s "The Sphinx.® . The former was -.
ignored by Burope.¥ - . U e

& In "%nbeligsa21e Stories,". 1885, Jules Lerming.tells in '

"Quiet House" the story of two'scientismss Aloysius and Truphemus
of Hoboken,.who have solved the problém of ‘chemical food, But if
they are happy with their meals of®, g E 5-Azl gnd so on, Aloy- .
slus' wife and his daughter Netty do nbt“seem happy. Both de=-.
cline. Truphemus has en ideay ir plents subtmitted to wltra vio- .
let rays grow faster than plants-exposed to usual daylight, why. .
not try it on tiL: girl?- "Girls are flowers.® 'Netty'is placed .
in a crystal house in which only violet rays are riltered, and. .
inside a park with v§olet plants. She is dressed of violet . .° ..
gauze., In three months the little girl of ffve'is.fouq.feet,‘ .
elght inches, a woman {n stature but still s c¢hild in'mind. Al-.
oysius and Truphemus have arguments, and Truphgmus thinks of pers
fecting the miracle by an operation~ A young trdavéller, Franz
Kerry, who has seen Netty in her crystal tower is madly 1n love
with her and-esks for her hand. 48 he dlscusses with the sci-

.
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entists, Netty, unwatched, plays with the electrioal gadgets in
the laboratory and provokes a catastrophe that’ destroys the *qui-
et house™ and 1ts inhabitants.

The idea of food is in the alr about tha. same time, Andre

Laurie publishes "Spiridon the Mute," A physician, Aristlde:-@or-

dat, yachting alongthe coast of Sardinia, discovers in ¢he ruins -

of an ancient, Phoeniclan tower a colony of giant and. learned ants,
Their king .is almost manhigh. He has a passion for .vivisection..

He is ready to dissect Cordat but the doctar sucoceeds in wounding_ .

and capturing him. They make a pact, Spiridon goes with Cordat °
to visit men's society. With a mask and various rags he has an.
almost human appearance and passes for a Japenese scientist - Bar-;
on Tasimoura, mute and deaf.  The adventure ends in the wrong way.
8piridon, deprived of all sense of good and bad, commits. several.
murders, ' Cordat is arrested and Spiridon half killed by.the,
daughter of one of hig victims. . Nevetheless everything-turns out
well, ‘Spiridon comes back to life r'but almost unoonscious.,AHb

passes hls time in a garden, loeking at “the ants golug to-and fro._f“

(From this point on, authors tyrned thelr attentiom.to stor~
ies in which the observers'*sature was varied. -About the same .
time, the %scientific romance" was developing: rapidly between .
1880 and 1914, thanksto soientists who pointed dut’the: sSmall Am=~
ount of things known compered with the large amount that remains
unknowp; @iid the influetice of H.G.Wells.). . .

t without comebacks arnd detours... Some stories of-whiech. it
must be spoken arg .not baséd upon modern atonmit” theories but " upon
the archaic. conceptions of Cyrano and Francois Felix’ Nogaretf’"
"The Globe's Murders,? by Commdndant de Waillly, about 1910, . .

¥ claude Rolland, his sister, and a multimillionnaim, Wil-
liamson, look for the mysterious %0ld Sinker® whose rea% namé’ 1s
Lobanief and who has sworn to'k1ll the globd, . After’'a: housénd -
vieissitudes, chaséd by Jonathan Loeb, president of the Globe. De-
fénders League who: hasa persohal: hate against: Lobamief, they all
find 0ld Sinker.in Japan, where he 1is boping a gigantie. miné -

shaft near a volcano. 014 -8irker believes the earth to-be a huge

beast, and -hates- it because his wife’ end ohildren have been killed

in the Chicago earthdqiuake. - (?) .But 0ld Sinksr ingtead: of. stab-
bing the earth with his "pistoury™.at a vital point to; kill it
. only provokes an erqption and-dies. "It _was not &n artery or an,
organ,® sadly whispers Rose oI th®e Snows. "It was a: .fumour. or an-
abseess. The master,. giving his 1life, wanted to wound mortally .
the monster. .Maybe he oply reliéved it." '
(Messae points. out at some length the soieqmific poi?
which these stories usually ignore,'fears that we never w Jl 80
from our world to the. w&i& that exists in the atom;:but do§sn?t’
a®andon all hope.) . Thé likeneds between the atam: and g planetary
system is contestable and 1s centested. But we must. not abandon
all hope. Even if observation deforms or d@stroys in. part the'
observed object, .it doés not-prevent, sclenge's progress. Now -
comes the electrenie~microscope, which wi}d show-what even 1ighit
leaves in shadow. . It mdy discover a-wor}d.full. of: wonders whigh-
may revive the enthusiasm of the first groscopos: of I.eeuWenhoek
or Spallanzani, and a new stream of. ima@ﬂnation shall fellow to -
give us new and betten storisg, beside which those of today, will
look as oJﬂ asw.ri&ht‘s plam beoglde @ur round the world I‘ef’ord
'bjﬂake.r.s. . o it
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